Herpes zoster ophthalmicus and granulomatous angiitis. An ill-appreciated cause of stroke.
The syndrome of granulomatous angiitis related to varicella zoster virus infection often manifests as herpes zoster ophthalmicus followed by contralateral hemiplegia. Forty-five cases have been reported to date, and the authors' experience with two additional cases seen in a one-year period is described. Given the frequency of both stroke and herpes zoster ophthalmicus in an aging population, the authors postulate that granulomatous angiitis is underdiagnosed. There is need for increased awareness of this disease by the non-neurologist. Diagnostic and therapeutic considerations are reviewed.